
 
North End Neighborhood Organization: Board of Directors 

Monday August 5, 2019 Meeting Minutes  

 
The meeting opened with welcome and introductions 

 

Present: Alan Richardson Hohn, Tyrone Maxwell, Rich Holst, Melissa Michener, Garrett McDermott, 

Matt Sletten, Karin Groening, James Berka  

 

Absent: Steve Struhar,  Ethan Osten, Katheryn Schneider, Alison Warford, Chloe Rizzo, Andrea 

Lovoll(resigned)  

 

A motion to approve the agenda was M/S/A 

 

A motion to approve the consent agenda was M/S/A 

 

Committee Reports  

 
North End Development Team 
Alan Richardson Hohn gave an update highlighting the fact that Orbit has bowed out of receiving funds, 
there is an application for a Jamaican restaurant at 969 Rice Street but the team had additional 
questions. The CIB projects Mu La Phan and Asssafo are moving forward with their signage and there are 
parking lot funds through the City of Saint Paul, Tracks is working with Planning and Economic 
Development to secure funds for the parking lot. 
 
Land Use & Housing 
Matt Sletten gave an overview of June 2019 committee meeting, the committee recommended 

approval of Hearthside Pizza’s application for a beer/wine license and waiving the 45 day waiting period. 

Board recommended approval via email and recommended approval of the license request-change 

in ownership only at 336 Larpenteur Avenue site plan and license request. Board recommended 

approval via email  

After discussion the committee declined to request changes to the licenses held by the market 

located at 444 Maryland Avenue due to the fact there is nothing concrete that points to the 

market as causing all the issues.  

 
Other District Councils allow people who live or own a business voting rights at committee meetings. 

Members discussed that more neighbors may attend meetings and feel they actually have a voice in the 

decision making process of what happens in their neighborhood. Challenges could be that a group of 

people could skewer voting but there are checks and balances in place. Board members sit on the Land 

Use & Housing committee and the Board reviews and votes on all recommendations. A motion to allow 

people that live within the North End Neighborhood’s boundaries voting privileges at the Land Use & 



Housing committee was M/S/A. Amanda Cade and Alan Richardson Hohn will prepare policies for review 

at the next meeting.  

 

Joseph Wiggins joined the committee (after his application was voted on)  

 

Trash cans along Rice Street was discussed. It will be a topic at the next North End Business Association 

meeting. The youth committee has discussed the lack of trash cans along the street and by MTC bus 

stops. Having the trash cans decorated is an idea and Aland Richardson Hohn is a metal worker.  

 

Friends of the North End 
The committee is working on Marydale and at the August’s meeting details regarding the festival will be 
resolved. 
 
Transportation 
Rich Holst discussed the house/car incidents at Maryland and Western as pedestrian safety measures. 

The board approved the recommendation brought forth by the transportation committee; a physical 

barrier be placed along the northern edge of Maryland Ave near the intersection with 

Western.  NENO would support a project for installation of a barrier with Year Round STAR 

money and be willing to serve as the fiscal sponsor for this project. 

The Transportation Committee also asks that significant pedestrian improvements be made 
such as a pedestrian refuge for those crossing Maryland at Western and bump outs for those 
crossing Western at Maryland 
 
Como/Front/Dale Ad Hoc 
Karin Groening discussed the daycare at the corner and the need for buffering the lot from the 
street and a type of shade mechanism to block the sun. The strip mall was discussed regarding a 
buffer between the parking lot and sidewalk to better delineate parking spots.  
 
Safe Neighborhoods 
Kerry Antrim mentioned there were two motion lights left and the fire department contacted 
the office regarding partnering in some type of fire safety.  
 
Youth Committee 
Karin Groening discussed the committee’s priorities being pedestrian safety and trash cans. A 
map was prepared and members should indicate where bus shelters, bus stops and trash cans 
currently are. The committee made $81.00 in ice cream sales at the Rice Street Festival.  
 
Executive Committee 
The Roundtable which is in the Strategic Plan is beginning in September, the Community 
Engagement budget indicated that there are funds available to engage an intern as an 
independent contractor at $15.00 per hour for approximately 20 hours per week from 
September through December 2019. A draft proposal was discussed. The board approved the 
recommendation of hiring an intern. Kerry Antrim will discuss this with the North End Business 
Association regarding partnering. 



 
Communications Ah Hoc Committee 
Melissa Michener went over the communication committee’s discussion including how NENO 
can communicate belter. Facebook postings should be linked to the website, the site being the 
go to page to get information. The message boards will be updated with a map and general 
information. NENO has a responsibility to the neighbors to share votes and what committees 
are doing before the meeting. There will be geographical outreach. 
Governance  
The committee is clarifying the equity scorecard for committees. The committee recommends 
that quadrants are by population regarding representation.  
Q1 = 4,016 19% of North End population 
Q2 = 5,616 26% 
Q3 = 7,074 33% 
Q4 = 4,727 22% 
21,433 people 100% (from 2010 census data) 
Using the percent of the population of each quadrant with 16 board members representing the 
quadrants, we calculated the number of representatives for each as follows as just one idea. 
Q1 = 19% of 16 = 3 board members representing 
Q2 = 26% of 16 = 4 board members representing 
Q3 = 33% of 16 = 5 board members representing 
Q4 = 22% of 16 = 4 board members representing 
 
The committee requests feedback and the proposal will be voted on in September. 
The committee is also looking at the feasibility of holding seats for an event representation of the North 
End. 
 
 
Special Elections: 
Quadrant 1  
Gerry Mischte was voted in to Quadrant 1 and will be seated to the Board in September  



 

New Business 

The 2020 Census was discussed. The Minneapolis Foundation had a grant available and NENO with the 

four Eastside District Councils applied for it. The City/County also has a grant available and NENO will 

also apply for that as well. Both grants deal with engaging the community regarding the census. A 

member commented that we should partner with an organization that has computers and have our 

refugee and other residents fill out the census on line. Community School of Excellence was determined 

to be a possible partner.  

There is a grant from Met Council regarding community engagement for the bus plan. NENO will be 

applying for it.  

RSSC picked up trash in the southern section of the neighborhood. 

 

The September meeting will be September 9, 2019 due to Labor Day.   

 

There was no old business 

 

There was no community comment 

 

Meeting adjourned  

 


