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North End Neighborhood Organization: Board of Directors
Monday December 2, 2019 Meeting Minutes

Present: Karin Groening, Steve Struhar, Gerry Mischke, Tyrone Maxwell, James P. Berka, Katheryn
Schneider, Alan Richardson Hohn, Alison Warford, Melissa Michener, Ethan Osten

Absent: Matt Sletten, Rich Holst, Garett McDermott,
The meeting opened with welcome & introductions

A motion to approve the agenda was M/S/A
A motion to approve the consent agenda was M/S/A

6:45 PM Committee Reports

Executive Committee: Board Action Karin Groening

There was an Executive Committee and work plan meeting. The Executive Committee recommended
approval of the 2020 Work Plans.

Land Use & Housing: Kerry Antrim Update on 926 Dale Street

Staff reminded members they received the information regarding NorthStar’s plans for the building.
NorthStar will attend the January 2020 Land Use committee and then the February Board meeting to
ensure complete community engagement.

Safe Neighborhood: Steve Struhar
A Safety Fair is scheduled for February 22, 2020 at St Bernard’s. The committee is discussing a program
to assist businesses with cameras.

Youth Committee: Karin Groening:

Pedestrian safety on Rice Street is a main topic of concern for the committee. They are planning on
putting pedestrian flag containers on Rice Street. . A census 2020 video and social media campaign in in
the works. Parks & Rec will attend in December to get feeback regarding the new Community Center
and Rice Street Visioning consultants will be invited in January. Another gathering with City officials and
the Mayor is being planned.

7:00 PM Emma Siegworth City Planner 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan: presentation question and
answer session and discuss housing & community needs

The consolidated plan is to receive funds from HUD for community development, infrastructure and
economic development. HUD funding sources for the city are, CDBG, Home Investment and Emergency
Solutions Grant (homelessness)

HUD funding has changed over time-CDBG funding as well as others have decreased ESG has increased.



The funding is based on a formula and is an entitlement fund. The more in need a neighborhood is the
more funding they should get.

They look at a needs assessment and talk to organizations. The cost of housing has increased
substantially. The plan will be submitted to HUD in April.

Comments: Economic Development is very important in the North End as is infrastructure-community
centers. We have a residents with housing needs and more affordable housing is needed. We need to
lift people out of poverty. A job training center would be helpful. The drop in funding as shown in the
handouts is not adjusted for inflation so in reality it is substantially worse. The city’s standard for
housing quality should be revisited. Our housing stock is worse than in other neighborhoods. CDBG
cannot be used for rental assistance. Affordable Housing needs to be responsive to people who live in
the communities. For example, more stock that works for extended families.

Board Action 2020 Community Engagement Work Plan and 2020 Budget

Staff went over the 2020 work plan and budget for both Community Engagement and the Innovation
Funds. Karin Groening spoke about outreach to other communities within the North End-by going to
them instead of expecting them to come in. Alan Richardson Hohn brought up NENO should think about
moving meetings around to get out more in the community.

A motion to approve the plans and budgets was M/S/A.

New Business: Mayor Carter has set aside 1 million dollars of CIB funds so communities can submit
project proposals. One idea is Lewis Park-better lighting and raising tree canopies for sight lines. Ethan
Osten mentioned Lewis Park Apartments and the county have met regarding security and management.
Lewis Park has the highest clean-up of all the parks. The board agreed that Lewis Park should be focused
on regarding any CIB proposal. It will go to Safe Neighbors Committee.

Old Business
There was no old business

Community Comment
There was no community comment

Board Comment
There was no board comment

Adjourn



